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The present article gives a survey of the alternative financing of  social secu-
rity over the period 2001-2010. Between 2001 and 2010 the alternative financ-

ing is characterized by a highly strong increase from 3.6 billion to 14.2 billion 
euro or, in other terms, a rise by 300 %.

This increase not only concerns the extent of alternative financing but also the 
number of sources drawn on, the number of allocations and the number of ob-
jectives. Initially the system of alternative financing was particularly used to 
counterbalance the increase in contribution reductions, but meanwhile it also 
plays a role in compensating for certain expenses, in securing a balanced budget 
and in meeting the rise in health care expenses. Whereas in the year 2001 the 
global management of social security systems for salaried and self-employed 
workers was roughly the only important beneficiary, the number of institutions 
benefiting from the system has actually risen sharply. While in the past only de-
ductions from the vat receipts served as source of financing, at present a whole 
range of sources of financing (excise, personal income tax) is being drawn on. 
Moreover there does not exist any uniform way in which the deductions are 
being carried out. 

Consequently this article principally describes in broad outline the complexity 
of alternative financing. Owing to its different extensions and implementations, 
alternative financing has become a labyrinth, in which only some insiders do 
not lose themselves.
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(*)  	 Tekst ter beschikking gesteld naar aanleiding van de studiedag georganiseerd door de 
rsz op 15 september 2009 “De financiering vna de Sociale Zekerheid voor werknemers: 
bronnen, financiële stromen, reserves - invalshoeken tot de huidige crisis”. 	  
Voor de presentatie gegeven op deze studiedag: http://www.docufin.fgov.be
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